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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Thomas Helmholdt on June 23, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the title : 

changed the title to -A METHOD FOR CONTROLLING A POWER SLIDING VAN 
DOOR-- 

In the specification : 
paragraph 1, 

line 2, inserted -now U.S. Patent Number 6,430,875-- following "1999," 
paragraph 83, 

line 6, inserted -, now U.S. Patent Number 5,906,071-- following "1997" 



Application/Control Number: 09/832,678 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3634 

In the claims : 
claim 20, 

line 6, changed the second occurrence of "motion" to -the movement- 
line 12, inserted --the- following "controlling" 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 further comprising the 

step of: 

generating said at least one motion input signal with the at least one 
sensor positioned between the moveable member and the reversible electric motor, the 
at least one input signal including an input signal to the control means representative of 
speed of the movement of the moveable member along the fixed path of travel. 

claim 26, 

line 3, inserted --second- following the first occurrence of "one" 
line 4, inserted -second- following "one" 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 wh e r ei n th e contro l 
m ea ns further compr i ses comprising the step of: 

controlling a speed of the moveable member while moving between a first 
position and a second position in response to the at least one motion input signal from 
th e r e v e rs i b le olo ctric motor , wherein [[a]] the at least one sensor is mounted to a 
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portion of the clutch disposed between the reversible electric motor and the moveable 
member. 

29. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 wh e r ei n th o contro l 
m e ans further compris o s comprising the step of: 

detecting an obstruction along a the fixed path of the moveable member 
while the moveable member is moving between a first position and a second position in 
response to the at least one motion input signal from the rov o rs i b le ele ctric motor , 
wherein [[a]] the at least one sensor is connected to a portion of the clutch disposed 
between the reversible electric motor and the moveable member. 

30. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling movement of a 
movable c l osur e member comprising the steps of: 

selectively driving [[a]] the moveable member along a fixed path of travel 
between first and second end limits of movement either in a first direction or in a second 
direction opposite from the first direction along the fixed path of travel in response to 
actuation of a reversible electric motor; 

generating at least one input signal corresponding to the movement 
mot i on of the moveable member along the fixed path of travel with at le ast on e a sensor 
positioned between the reversible electric motor and the moveable member; 
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selectively actuating the reversible electric motor in accordance with a 
control program of control means responsive to the at least one input signal for 
controlling the movement of the moveable member; and 

controlling the moveable member while moving between a first position 
and a second position along the fixed path in response to [[a]] the sensor mounted to a 
portion of a clutch positioned between the reversible electric motor and the moveable 
member, the sensor for sensing movement of the clutch when the moveable member 
moves along the fixed path. 

claim 31, 

line 3, deleted "of the moveable member" 
line 5, changed both occurrences of "position" to --end limit- 
claim 32, 

line 9, inserted -the-- following "to" 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 further comprising 

the steps of: 

sensing movement of the clutch in response to the movement of the 
moveable member^ wh e r e the at least one sensor i nc l ud e s a s e nsor operably positioned 
with respect to the clutch, where the translator includes a reversible electric motor and 
the clutch is positioned between the motor and the moveable member; and 
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detecting an obstruction along a the fixed path of travel th e mov o ab lo 
m e mb e r while the moveable member is moving between the first and second end limits 
of movement i n r e spons e to with the at least one sensor op o rab l y pos i t i on e d w i th 
r e sp e ct to th e c l utc h pos i t i on e d b e tw ee n th o rovorsibl o olo ctr i c motor and th e mov ea b le 
m e mb e r . 

claim 34, 

line 10, deleted "the at least one sensor" 
line 11, deleted "including" 

claim 35, 

line 1, changed "further comprising" to --wherein- 
line 2, deleted "the step of" 
deleted line 3 

line 4, deleted "positioned with respect to . . . member," 
line 5, changed "including" to -includes- 

36. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling movement 
comprising the steps of: 

moving a moveable closure along a fixed non-linear path of travel between 
first and second end limits of movement to open and close a portal through a barrier in 
response to activation of a reversible electric motor; 
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selectively driving the moveable closure in a first direction and in a second 
direction opposite from the first direction along the fixed path of travel with the reversible 
electric motor; 

generating at least one input signal corresponding to mot i o n movement of 
the moveable closure along the fixed path of travel with at least one sensor positioned 
on a clutch located between the reversible electric motor and the moveable m e mb e r 
closure ; and 

selectively actuating the motor in accordance with a control program for 
controlling the movement of the moveable m e mber closure in response to the at least 
one input signal. 

claim 37, 

line 4, changed the first occurrence of "a" to -the~ 
claim 38, 

line 6, changed "the moveable closure" to --travel- 
claim 39, 

line 3, deleted "for" 

line 4, deleted "the at least one sensor including" 
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line 3, deleted "the at least one" 
line 4, deleted "sensor including" 
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claim 41, 

line 4, deleted "the at least one sensor including" 
line 6, changed the last occurrence of "an" to -the~ 

42. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling movement 
comprising the steps of: 

moving a moveable member along a fixed path of travel between first and 
second end limits of movement in response to activation of first driving means for 
driving the moveable member; 

selectively driving the moveable member in a first direction and in a 
second direction opposite from the first direction along the fixed path of travel with the 
first driving means , the first driving means being responsive to control means for 
selectively actuating the first driving means, the first driving means including a 
reversible electric motor and a clutch positioned between the reversible electric motor 
and the moveable member; 

generating at least one input signal corresponding to motion movement of 
the moveable member along the fixed path of travel with at l e ast on o a sensor 
positioned between the first driving means and the moveable member, the at le ast on o 
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sensor i ncluding a sensor mounted to a portion of the clutch for sensing movement of 
the clutch when the moveable member moves along the fixed path; and 

selectively actuating the first driving means in accordance with a control 
program with control means responsive to the at least one input signal, the control 
means for controlling the moveable member while moving between a the first pos i t i on 
end limit and a the second pos i t i on end limit along the fixed path in response to the 
sensor mounted to the portion of the clutch positioned between the reversible electric 
motor and the moveable member. 

claim 43, 

line 3, changed "the moveable member" to --travel- 
line 4, changed both occurrences of "a" to -the- 
changed line 5 to --with the sensor- 
line 6, deleted "the reversible ... the control means" 

44. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42 further comprising 

the steps of: 

moving a striker between a first position and a second position in 
response to actuation of second driving means in response to the control means, the 
striker operably engagable with the moveable member when the moveable member is 
in proximity with the first end limit of movement along the fixed path; 
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selectively driving the striker between the first position to engage the 
moveable member with a frame and the second position where the moveable member 
is disengaged with respect to the frame with second driving means b ei ng r e spons i v e to 
th e contro l moans ; and 

generating at least one position input signal, the at least one position input 
signal including an engaged-disengaged input signal to th e contro l m e ans 
representative of the first position and the second position with th e at le ast on e s o nsor 
i nc l ud i ng a position sensor located with respect to the second driving means. 

claim 45, 

line 1, changed "further" to -wherein- 
line 2, deleted "comprising the step of" 
line 3, deleted "generating . . . signal," 

line 4, changed "including" to -includes- and deleted "to the control means" 
line 5, deleted "with the position . . . respect to the" 
line 6, deleted "frame and the moveable member" 

claim 46, 

line 3, changed "the moveable member" to -travel- 
line 5, deleted "in response to the sensor" 
deleted line 6 
line 7, deleted "member" 
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claim 47, 

line 4, deleted "connected to a portion of the" 

line 5, deleted "clutch" 

line 6, deleted "to the control means" 



48. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42 further comprising 

the steps of: 

sensing an amount of current supplied to the motor and generating a 
sensed current signal with th e a t le ast on e s e nsor i nc l ud i ng a current sensor; and 

controlling the movement of the moveable member between the first and 
second end limits of movement along the fixed path with the control means b ei ng 
r e spons i v e to th o s e ns e d curr e nt signa l from th o curr e nt s e nsor . 

claim 49 T 

line 1 , deleted "wherein the" 

line 2, deleted "controlling step" and changed "comprises" to -comprising-- 

line 3, deleted "with a central processing unit" 

line 4, changed "the" to «a- 

line 5, deleted "with the central processing unit" 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is 703- 
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305-3979. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 to 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 703-308-2486. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Gregory J. Strimbu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 
June 23, 2004 




